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26 A Confutation of Atheiſm 


whereby they are fitted to live and move, and 
be vically informed by the Soul, is un eſti. 
onably the W orkmanſhip of a os wiſ and 


powerfull and beneficent Maker : 7o which Al- 
mighty Creator, together with the Son and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory and Majeſty and 


Power both now and from henceforth | evermore. 
Amen. 
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That they ſhowed ſeth the Lived, if haply they might - 
"!'feel after him, and find him: though he be not 
' far from every one of us; for in him we Live, 

and Move, and have our Being. opt Þ 

Have ſaid enough in my'laft, to ſhew the 
firneſs and pertinency of the Apoſtle's Dif- 
FF courſe to the Perſons he addreſs'd to: 

| = whereby it ſufficiently appears thathe was 


no Babbler; as ſome of the Athenian Rabble' re- 
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betore we can find him by the Light of Nature. 
The ſearch indeed is riot very. tedious, nor diffi- 
- cult; He is not far from every one of us; for in him 
we Jive, and move, and have aur Being. Thecon- 
fideration'\ of \-our-' Mind 'and Underſtanding, 


which is an incorporeal Subſtance independence 
from Matter ; and the contemplation of our own. . 
Bodies, whuch have all the ſtamps and characters 
of excclleat Contrivance ; theſe alone, though 
we look'upon nothing abroad, do very cahily 
and proximately guide us tothe wiſe Author of 
| allchings. But however, as we- ſce from our 
\ Text, ſome Thought and Meditation are neceſſa- 
ry to it; and a man may. poſſibly be ſo ftupid, 
- or wilfully ignorant or perverſe, as not to have 
'[God in all his thoughts, or to ſay in bis beart, 
Theres none. And this being obſerved, we have 
ancffetual anſwer to that Cavil of the Atheiſts; , 
who make it an objection againſt the Being of 


God, thatthey donot diſcoyer him without any 
Application's - in ſpite of their hy Wills 
nad debauch'd-Underſtandings. If, ſay they, 
fach a God, as we are told: of, had created and 
formed us ; ſurely he would have lefrupan.our- 
Minds a native and indeleble Inſcripuon of Him-- 
ſelf; whereby we muſt needs have fe/r him, even. 
withoutfeeking ; and believed in him,whether we 
Idorno. So that theſe CA —< 
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ſcious to themſelves, that they are void of ſuch 
Belief, which (they ſay) if God was, would ac- 
tually and neceſſarily be in them, do bring their 
own wicked Doubting and Deny of God. as 
Evidence againſt His Exiſtence ; and maketheir 
very Infidelity an argument for it felf. To which 
we. reply, That God hath endued Mankind with 
Powers and Abilities, which. we call Natural 
Light, and Reaſon, and Common Senfe; by the 
due uſe of which we cannot miſs of the Diſcoye- = 
ry of his Being ; and this 1s ſufficient. But as go» 
any other original Notion and Propoſitign,” that 
God 3s, actually imprinted on us, antecgdently xo 
all uſe of our- Faculties, we may affirm againſt 
the Atheiſts, that the abſence of ſuch a Notion: 
doth not giye the. leaſt preſumption againſt -the 
- Truth, of Religion: becauſe, though: God: be 
fuppoſed-tobe, yet thatNotion diſtinct from our. * 
Faculties would-not be woquilite 5 NOr 4$/3t. Pre+ 
if, it would nat be ; 
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mere Machins under. Fatal ties and impulfes, it 
would deſtroy the very nature of Moral Vertuec: 
ſo likewiſe as to Faith, there would be nothing 
worthy of praiſe and recompence 1n 1t, if there 
were leteno poſlibility of Doubting or Denying, 
And ſecondly, ſuch a radical Truth, that God ;s, 
(pringing up cogether with the eſſence of the 
oul, and-previous to all other Thoughts, is not 
pretended to by Religion. No ſuch thing, that 1 
know bf, is affirmed or ſuggeſted by the Scrip- 
xeires. * There are ſeveral Topics there uſed a- 

ainſt the Atheiſm and Idolatry of the Heathens ; 
uch as the viſible marks of Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs inthe works of the Creation, the vital 
Union of Souls with Matter, and the admirable 


Structure of Animate Bodies, and the like. Bur 
if our Apoſtle had aſſerted ſuch an Anticipatin 

Principle engraven upon. our- Souls before al 
Exerciſe of Reaſon; what did he talk of ſeeking 
the Lord, if haply they might feel after him and 
find him : ſeeing that if the knowledge of him 
. was in that manner innate and perpetual, there 
would be no occaſion of ſeeking, nor any hap 
-or hazard in the finding ? Such an Infcription 
. would be fel-evident without any Ratiocination 


or Study, and could not fail conſtantly to exert 


in their Minds. What did he talk of 
wr God and ignorantly worſhipping ; 
when 7 
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when if ſuch an Original Signature were always 
inherent in their hearts; God could not be un- 
known to, or ignorantly worſhipp'd by any ? 
That primary. Propoſition would have been clear, 
and. diſtinct, and efficacious, and umverſal in the 
minds. of. men. St. Paul therefore, - it appears, 
had no apprehenſion of fuch a. Firſt Notion ; nor 
made uſe of it for an argument; which (ſeeing 
that whoſoever hath it, muſt needs know that 
he hath it) if it be not believed before by the 
Adverſary, is falſe ; and if it be belieyed, 1s ſu- 
perfluous: and is of fo frail and brittle a texture,, 
that whereas other arguments arc not anſwered 
by bare denying withour OUReaſy Proof, the. 
mere doubting and disbelieving of this muſt be 

granted to bc. ipſo fato the breaking and confu- 
ting of ir. Thus much therefore we have pro- 
ved againſt the Atheiſt ; that ſuch an. original 
;rrefit ble Notion 1s neither requiſite upon ſup- 
poſition of a Deity, nor is pretended to by Re-- 
ligion ; {6 that. neither the Abſence oft 18 any 
argument againſt the Being of God; nor.a ſup- 


poſcd falſe Aflertion. of it, an objection againſt 


the Scripture. ' Tis enough, that all are furniſh'd. 
with ſuch, Natural Powers.and Capacities. that 
if they ſexjan(ly; reflect; if they; ſeek; the. Lord. 


h meduation and ſtudy; they & 
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not /eft without witneſs, but the Atheiſts without 
excuſe. And now I haſte to the Second Propo- 
ſition deduced from the Text, and theargument 
of my preſent Diſcourſe, That the Organical 
Structure of Human Bodts, whereby they are: 
farred to live, and move, and be vitally informed 
by the Soul, is unqueſtionably the workman- 
ſhip of a moſt wiſe, and powerfull, and benefi- 
cent Maker. SUE 
Firſt, *tis allowed and acknowledged by all 
parties; that the Bodics of Men and other Ani- 
mals are excellently well fitted for Life, and 
Motion, and Senſation; and the ſeveral Parts 
of them well adapred and accommodared to 
their particular Fun&tions. The Eye 1s very 
proper and meet for ſeeing, the Tongue for ta- 
ſting and ſpeaking, the Hand for holding and 
_ » and ten thouſand Operations beſide : 
and fo for the inward Parts; the Lemgs are'ſai- 
table for Reſpiration, the Stomach for Coneotti- 
on, the Lacteous Veſkck for the' Reception of 
the Chyle, the Hear for theDiſtribution of the: 
Blood to all the Parts of the Body.- This is mats 
ter of Fact, -and - beyond-all diſpute 3 and in ef 
fe is no more than to ſay; that Animals are Ani- 
rats; for if they were-deprived of theſe Quali- 
cations, they could not/be ſo. - This-therefor 
$ not the. matter in Queſtion berween us and 
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the Atheiſts : Bur the Controverſie 1s here. We, 
when we conſider ſo many conſtituent parts in 
the Bodies of Men, all admirably compacted 
into ſo noble an Engine; 1n cach of the very 
Fingers , for example, there are Bones, and 
Griſtles, and Ligaments, and Membranes, arid 
Muſcles, and Tendons, and'Nerves, and Arrte- 
ries, and Veins, and Skin, and Curicle, and 
Nail ; together with Marrow, and Fart, and 
Blood, and other Nutritious Juices; and all thoſe 
Solid parts of a determinate S1ze, and Figure, 
|. and Texture, and Situation; and each of them 
made up of Myriads of little Fibres and: Fila- 
ments, not diſcoverable by the naked Eye: 1 r 
ſay, when We conſider how innumerable parts 8 >. } 
muſt conſtitute fo ſmall a member, as the 'Fin- * 
ger, we cannot look upon 7zt or the whole Body, * 
wherein appears fo much Fitneſs, and Uſe, and i. 
Subferviency to infinite Funtions, any other- . 
wiſe than as the efte& of Contriyance and Skill, F 
and conſequently the Workmanſhip of a moſt In- 

tclligent and- Beneficent Berg. ' And though 
now the Propagation of Mankind 1s m' a fettked 
method of Nature, the inſtrament of God; yer 
we affirm char its firſt ProduQion wasby theim- 
mediate Power of the Almighty Author/of Na” 

ng Generations of 
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This is a 


ligious man's account of the Frame 
and Origigation of himſelf. Now the Atheiſts 
agree with us, as to the Firn:ſs of Man's Body- 
and its ſeveral parts to their various Operations 
and Functions (for that 1s viſible and paſt all 
contradiction ) but they vehemently impugn, 
and horribly dread the Thought, That this Uſe- 
fulnefs of the Parts and the Whole ſhould firſt 
ariſe from Wiſdom and Deſign. . So that here 
will be the point 1n debate, and the ſubject of 
our preſent Undertaking; Whether this acknow- 
ledged Fitneſs of Humane Bodies muſt be attri- 
bured, as we fay, to a wiſe and good God: or, 
as the Atheiſts averr, to dead, ſenſleſs Matter. 


 - M«- They have contrived ſcycral tricks and methods 
" of Deceit, one repugnant to another, to evade (if 


Ept.414- poſſible) this moſt cogent Proof of a Deity ; All 


Ld 


which 1 will propoſe. and refute; and I hape to 
make it appear, that here, as indeed every 
where, but here certainly, in the great Drama- 
rick Poem of Nature, 1s dignus Deo vindice Nodus, 
a neceſlity of introducing a God. 

And firſt, I will anſwer what Exceptions they 
can have againſt Our Account : and ſecondly, 
I will confute all the Reaſons and Explications 
they can give of their own. 

1. Fiſt, 1 will anſwer what-Exccptions they 
can haye againſt Our account of the Production _ 
_ FT 
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of Mankind. Ard they may obje& , Thar 

the Body it ſelf, though pretty good in its kind 

and upon Their Hypotheſis, nevertheleſs doth not 

look like the workmanſhip of ſo great a Maſter, 

as is pretended by Us ; that Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs and Power would have beſtowed up- 

on us more Senſes than five, or at leaſt theſe five 

1na much higher Perfe&tion; that we could ne- 

ver havecome our of the Hands of the Almigh- 

ty, ſo ſubj:& tro numerous Diſeaſes, ſo obaox1- 

ous to violent Deaths, and at beſt of ſuch a ſhort 

and tranſitory Life. They can no more aſcribe * 

ſo ſorcy an Effect to an Omniſcient Cauſe, than 
ſome ordinary piece of Clock-work with a very 

few motions and uſes, and thoſe continually 

out of order, and quickly at an end, tothe belt 
Artiſt of the Age. But to this we reply : Firſt, 

as to the Five Senſes ; ic would be raſh indeed to 
affirm, That God, though he had pleaſed, could 

not have endued us with more. Butchus much 

we may averr, That though the Power of God 

be infinite and- perfe&t , yet the Capacities of 
Matter are within limits and bounds Why \ 
then doth che Atheiſt ſuſpect, chat there may _ - 
poſſibly b: any more ways of Senſation, than 
what we have already 2 Hath he any Ida, or 
Notion, .or Diſcovery of any more?” So far 
from that, that he cannot make any addition or 
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progreſs in thoſe yery Senſes he hath, further 
than they chemſclves have informed him. He 
cannot Imagine one new Colour, or Taſte, or 
Smell, beſt; thoſe that have actually fallen un- 
der his reſpective Senſes. Much Iefs can he that 
is deſtitute of an entire Senſe, have any Idea 
or Repreſentation of it ; as one that 1s born Deat 
hath no Notion of Sounds; or Blind, of Co- 
lours and Light. 1f then the Atheiſt can have 
no Imagination of more Senſes than five, why 
doth he ſuppoſe that a Body is capable of more 2 
If we had double or triple as niany, there might 
{till be the ſame ſuſpicion for a greater number 
without end; and therefore in both caſes *cis 
equally unreaſonable and groundlefs. . Secondly 
we affirm, that our Senſes have that degree of 
perfection, which 1s moſt fit cand ſuttable to our 
Eſtate and Condition. If the Eye were fo picr- 
cing;. as to deſcry even opake and little obj.&ts a 
hundred Leagues off, 1t would do us little ſcr- 
vice; it would be terminated by neighbouring 
Hills and Woods, or 1m the largeſt and eveneit 
| Plain by the very Convexity of the Earth: un- 
leſs we could always inhabu the tops of. Moun- 
tains and Clifts, or had Wings too to fly aloft, 
when we had a mind to take a Profpte&t And. 
it mankind had had Wings (as perhaps ſome ex- 
trayagant Atheiſt may think us deficient inthat) 

Ta © 


this time, noching upon that ſuppoſition being 
ſafe from Murder and Rapine. Or if the &ye 
were ſo acute, as to tival the fineſt Microſcopes, 
and to difcern the ſmalleſt Hair upon the leg of a 
Gnart, it would be a curſe and not a blefling ro 
us ; it would make all things appear rugged and 
deformed ; ' the moſt finely poliſh'd Chryftal 
would be uneven and rough: The fight of our 
own ſelves would aftright us : The ſmootheſt 
Skin would be beſet all over with ragged Scales, 


and briſtly Hairs. , And beſide, we could: nbt 


ſee at one view above what is now the ſpace of 


an Inch, and it would take a conſiderable'time 
to ſurvey the then mountainous bulk of our own - 
Bodies. Such a faculty of fighe ſo diſproportt- 


on'd to our other: Senſes and to: the \Qbyetts: a- 
bout>us would be very lietle becter than{Blind- 


nefs it ſel And again, God hath furniſhed us - 
with inventionand induſtry ; ſo. that by: Optical 


Glafſes we can more than ſupply that imaginary 
defe&t of our own Eyes; and diſcover mote te- 


mote and minute Bodies with that;afliſtance, than 


perhapsthe moſt whirhfical: Achcaſt would'deſire 
to do without «So: ukewiſe if Our 5E# 
Hearing were cxaltcd/ proportionably tothefor- 


mr; what a miſerable condition would Mankind 
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be in ? what Whiſper could be low enough, bur 
many would over hear it? what Afﬀaurs, that 
molt require it, could be tranſacted with ſecrecy? 
and whiuther could we retire from perpetual 
humming and buzzing? every breath of Wind 
would incommode and diſturb us: we ſhould 
have no quiet or ſleep inthe ſilenteſt nighes and 
moſt ſolitary places; and we muſt mevita- 
bly be ſtricken Deaf or Dead with the noiſe of 
a clap of Thunder. And the like 1inconvenien- 
ces would follow, if the Senſe of Feeling was ad- 
vancd to ſuch a degree, as the Atheiſt requires. 
How.could we ſuſtain the preſſure of our very 
Cloaths in ſuch a condition ; much leſs carry 
burthens, and provide for conyeniencies of Life ? 
Wecould not bear the aflault of an Inſett, or a 
Feather, or a puff of Air without pain. There 
are examples now of wounded perſons, that have 
roarcd for anguiſh and torment at the diſcharge 
of Ordnance, though at a very great diſtance ; 
what inſupportable torture then ſhould we be 
under upon a like concuſſion in the Air, when 
all the whole Body would have the tenderneſs of 
a wound? In a word, all the Changes and E- 
mendations, that the Arheiſts would make in 
our Senſes, are fo far from being Imptovements, 
that they would _ the utter Ruine and Ex- 


tirpation of Mankind. 
| Bur 


from the Origin of Humane Bodies. 15 


But perhaps they may have better ſucceſs in 
their complaints about the Diſtempers of the 
Body and the Shortneſs of Life. We do not 
wonder indeed, that the Atheiſt ſhould lay a 
mighty ſtreſs upon this Objection. For to a 
man that places all his Happineſs inthe Indolen- 
cy and Pleaſure of the Body, what can be more 
_ terrible than Pain or a Fit of Sickneſs? nothing 
but Death alone, the moſt dreadfull thing in the 
world. When an Atheiſt refle&ts upon Death, 
his very Hope 1s Deſpair; and 'tis the crown 
and top of his Wiſhes, that it may prove his ut- 
ter Diſſolution and Deſtruction. No queſtion 
if an Atheiſt had had the making of himſelf, he 
would have framed a Conſtitution, that could 
have kept pace with his infatiable Luſt, been in- 
vincible by Gluttony and Intemperance,and have 
held out vigorous a thouſand years ina perpetual 
Debauch. But we anſwer ; Frft, in the words 


of St. Paul: Nay, but, 0 Man, who art thou, that xo. g. c: 


replieſt againſl God ? ſball the thing foxmed ſay to 
him tht formed it, Why hafl thou. made me thus ? 
We adore and magnifie his moſt holy Name for 
his undeſerved mercy towards us, that he made 
us the Chief of the viſible creation; and freely 
acquit his Goodneſs fromany imputation of Un- 
kindneſs, that he has placed us no Higher. 


Secondly, Religion giyesus a very good account - 
= - 


A Confutation of Atheiſm 


—_— 


of the preſent Infirmity of our Bodies. Man at 
his firſt Origin was a Veſſel of Honour, when 
he came firſt our of the Hands of the Porter ; 
endued with all imaginable perfections of the 
Animal Nature; nll by Diſobedience and Sin, 
Diſeaſes and Death came firſt into the world. 
Thirdly, The Diſtempers of the Body are not ſo 
formidable to a Religious man, as they are to 
an Atheiſt: He hatch a quite ditterent pudgment 
and apprehenſion about them: he 1s willing to 
believe, chat our preſent condition 1s better for 
us in the iflue, than that uninterrupted Health 
and Security, that the Atheiſt deſires ; which 
would ſtrongly tempt us to forget God and the 
concerns of a better Life, Whereas now he re- 
_ ceives a Fir of Sickneſs, as the mwStiz 7# maregc, 
the kind Chaſtifement' and Diſcipline of his Hea- 
venly Father, to wean his affections from the 
world, where he 1s but as on a Journey ; and to 
fix his thoughts and deſires on things aboye , 
where his Country and his Dwelling is : thar 
where he hath placed his Treaſure and Concerns, 
there his heart may- be alſo. | Fourthly, Moſt of the 
Diſtempers that are incident to us are of our own 
making, the effects of abuſed Plenty, and Luxu- 
ry, and muſt net be charged upon our Maker ; 


who notwithſtanding our of the Riches of his .. 
Compaſſion hath provided for us ſtore of excel- -- 
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lent Medicines, to alleviate in a great meaſure 
thoſe very Evils which we bring upon our ſelves. 


And now we are come to the Jaſt objection of 


the Atheiſt, That Lite 1s too ſhort. Alas for him, 
what pity 'tis that he cannot wallow immortally 
in his ſenſual Pleaſures! If his Life were many 
whole Ages longer than it 1s, he would (till 


——_— 


make the ſame Complaint, Brevis eft hic fruftus x ores. 


homulls. For Eternity, and that's the thing he -. 3. 


tremblcs at, is cvery whut as long, after a thou- 
ſand years as after fifry. But Religion gives usa 
better proſpect, and makes us look beyond the 
gooey Regions of Death with Comfort and 

elight: When this corruptible ſhall put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal put on immortality. We are 
ſo far from repining at God, that he hath not 
extended the period of our Lives to the Longz- 
vity of the Antediluvians; that we give him 
thanks for contracting the days of our Traal, 
and receiving usmore maturely into thoſe Ever- 


laſting Habitations above, that he hath prepared 


for us. 
And now that I have anſwer'd all the Atheiſt's 


Exceptions againſt Our account of the Productr- 
on of Mankind; I come in the next place to ex- 
amine all the Reaſons and Explications they can 
o1ve of their own. 


1nto 


# 


The Acheiſts upon this occaſion are divided: 
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into Sects, and (which is the mark and character 


of: Error) are at variance and repugnancy with 
each other and with.chemſelves. Some of them 
will have Mankind to have been thus from all 
Ecernity. . But the reſt do not approve of any 
mfinite Succeſſions, bur are poſitive for a begin- 
ning ; and. they alſo are ſubdivided into three 


Parties : the;jr/t aſcribe the Origin of Men tothe 


Influence of the Stars upon ſome extraordinary 
Conjunction or Aſpect : Others again reject all 
Aſtrology ; and ſome of theſe mechanically pro- 
duce. Mankind at. the very firſt Experiment by 
the action of the Sun upon duly prepared Mat- 


ter: but others are rather of -opinion,: that-after 


infinite blundering and miſcarrying our- Bodies. 
at-laſt happen'd and jump'd into this Figure. by. 
mere Chance and Accident... There's no Atheiſt 
in the.world, that; reaſons about his Infidelity 
(which God knows moſt of them never do) but 
he takes one: of theſe fowr Methods. I will re-. 
fute them every. one in the ſame order that I have 
named them: the two former'in the preſent. Diſ- 
courſe, reſerving the others for another occaſjon. 
. x. And Firſt, the;:Opinion of thoſe Atheiſts 


that will have Mankind and other Animals; to. 


have ſubſiſted-tbus eternally in infinite Generaci- 
ons already paſt, will be found-to be flag Non- 


| kfnſcandContradiction to iclelt-; and repugnant | 
OD | : : a ſo. 
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alſo to matter of Fact. Firft, it 1s contradiction | 
toits ſelf. Infinite Generations of Men they ſay) 
are already paſt and gone: but whatſoever is 
now paſt, was once actually preſent ; ſo char 
each of thoſe Infinite Generations-was ance in its 
turn actually preſent : therefore all except One 
Generation were once future and not 1n being, 
which deſtroys the very ſuppoſition: For eicher 
that One Generation muſt 1t ſelf have b:en Infi- 
nite, which is nonſenſe ; or it was-the Finite be- 
ginning of Infinite Generations between 1t ſelf 
and-us, which is, Infinity terminated at both ends, 
which is nonſenſe as before. - Again, Infinite 
paſt Generations of Men have been once actual- 
ly prefent : therefore there may. be ſome one 
Man of them given, that was at infinitediſtance 
from #5 now : therefore that man's Sonlikewiſe, 
ſuppoſe forty -years younger than lus Father , 
was either at infinite diſtance from us or-at' fi- 
nite: if that Son too was at infinite diſtance from 
us, -then -one Infinite 1s longer by forty years . 
than another'; which js abſurd: if at finite, then 
forty years added to finite makes it infinite, 
which is as abſurd as' the other. And again, 
The number of men that are already Te and 
ons is infinite, as they ſay :, but.the number. of 
I 


of 


A 


as muchas that of the men the ſclycs, {al 
" 6 C- 2 | 
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year S, anda thouſand years 6s ORE as). 14 Las 


of the Fingers ten times as much, and that of the 
Hairs of their Heads thouſands of times. So that 
we have here one Infinite number twice, ren 
times, and thouſands of times as great as ano- 


ther, which is contradiction again. Thus we 


ſee it is impoſſible in it ſelf, that any ſucceſſive 
duration ſhould be' actually and poſitively inft- 
nite, or have infinite ſucceſſions already gone 


_ and paſt. Neither cantheſe Difhiculues be appli- 


ed to the Eternal Duration of God Almighty. 
For though we cannot comprehend Eternity and 
Infinity ; yet we underſtand what they are nor. 
And ſomething, we arc ſure, muſt have Exiſted. 
from all Eternity ; becauſe all things could nor 
emerge and ſtart out of Nothing. So that if this. 
przx-exiſtent Eternity is not compatible with a 
ſacceflive Duration, as we clearly and diſtmaly 
perceive that 1t 15-not ; then 1t remains, that-ſome - 
Being, though: infinitely above our: finite cam- 
prehenſions, muſt have had an identical, inva- 
riable Continuance from all Ectcrnicy ; which Be- 
ing 1sno other than God. For as his Nature is- 
perfect and immutable without the /eaft ſhadow 


of change; ſo his Eternal Duration is permanent 


and indiviſible,not meaſurable by Time and Moti-- 
on, nor to be computed by number of ſucceſlive / 
moments... One day with the Lord is as a thouſand. 


And: 
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from the Origin of Humane Boates. 
And Secondly, this Opinion of Infinite Gene- 
rations 1s repugnant likewiſe to Matter of Fact. 
'Tis a truth beyond oppolition, that the univerſal 
Species of Mankind hath had a gradual increaſe, 
notwithſtanding what War, and Famine, and 
Peſtilence, and Floods, and Conflagrations, and 
the Religious Profeſſion of Celibacy, and other 
Cauſes, may art certain periods of time haye in- 
terrupted and rctarded it. Thus 1s manifeſt from 
the Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Nation, from the ac- 
count of the Roman Cenſus, and Regilters of vide 06- 
our Own Country., where the proportion of 772% 
Births to Burials is found upon obſcryationto be Lit 4M 
yearly as Fifty to Forty. Now it Mankind do 
increaſe, though never ſo ſlowly, but one Couple 
ſuppoſe 1n an Age; 'tis enough to cvince the 
falſhood of Infinite Generations already expired. 
For though an-Athciſt ſhould contend, that there 
were ten thouſand million couple- of Mankmd- 
now in being, (that we may allow him mulc- 
tude enough) *ris but going back ſo many Ages, . 
and we deſcend to a ſingle Original Pair. And. 
'ris all one in reſpect of Ecernal Duration yer be- 
hind, whether we begin the world fomany mal- 
lions of Ages ago,' or date it from the late Ara 
of about Six Thouſand ycars. And moreover - 
this recent beginning, of the world isfurthereſta- 
bliſhed from the known Original of Eanpyres - 
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and Kingdoms, and the Invention of Arts and 
Sciences: whereas if 1nfiite” Ages of Man- 
kind had already preceded, there could nothing 
have been left ro be invented or improved by 
'the ſuccelsfull induſtry and curioſity of our own. 
The Circulation of che Blood, and the Weight 
and Spring of the Air (which 1s as 1t were the 
Vical Pulſe and the great Circulation of Nature, 
and of more importance in all Phyſiology, than 
any one Invention fince the beginning of Sc:- 
ence) had never lain hidden ſo many myriads of 
Generations, and bcen reſerved for a late happy 
Diſcovery by two great Luminaries of this Iland. 
I know the Atheiſt may endeavour to evade this 
by ſuppoſing, That though Mankind have been 
from.cvcrlaiting, and have perpetually encreas'd 
by generation; yet at certain great periods there 
may'beuniverſal Deluges, which may not wholly 
extinguiſh Mankind (for, they ll fay, there is nor 
Water enough in Nature for that) but may cover 
the Earth:coſucha Height, that none but a few 
Mountainers may eſcape, _—_ to continue 
Humane Race; and yet being 11hiterate Ruſticks 
(as Mountainers always are) they can preſerve 
no Memoirs of former times, nor propagate any 
Sciences or Arts ; and ſo the world muſt needs 
be thought by Poſterity to have begun at ſuch 
. periods. Bur to this Ianſwer, Firft, mM 
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this ſuppolition there: mulſt- have | been 1nfinite 
Deluges already paſt: for if ever this Atheiſt ad- 
'mits of a firſt Deluge,: he is in the fame nooſe: 
that.he was. For then he muſt afſert, That there 
were Infinite generations: and: an infinite 1ncreaſe 
of mankind before that firſt Deluge 3 and then 
the Earth could not receivethem, but the. infi-. 
nite Bodies of Men mutt occupy an infinite ſpace, 
and then allthe Matter of the Univerſe muſt. bo. 
humane Body., and other abſurdities that: fol-: 
low it, which are infinite roo. Bur 1f he fays, 
That there have-been infinite Deluges heretofore, . 
this is impoſhbility again ; for all-that I ſaid þz-: \ 
fore againſt the Notion of infinite paſt Genera-. 
tions, 15alike applicable to this. Secondly, ſuch 
Univerſal Deluges- (ſeeing the Deity is now ex- 
cluded); muſt be. produced /1n: a natural way: : 
and therefore gradually, and not in; aninſtant: : 
and therefore (becauſe the-tops of: Mountains, Wo 
they ſay, are never overflown) the civilized peo-: 3 
ple-may eſcape thither outof Villages and Cities" 
and conſequently, againſt; the Atheiſt, Arts, and. 
Sciences,: and Hiſtories, ' may be preſerved, and. 
derived to the ſucceeding world. Thirdly, - Let 
us.imagin the whole Terraqueous Globe with its> 
Armoeſphercabour-itz. What 1s there heres. thas: 


- 


can naturally effect an Univerſal Deluge? If:you: 
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Rains and Inundations, your mult borrow your 
Vapor and Watcr from ſome other part of the 
Globe. You can never overflow all at a ome. 
If che Atmoſphere it {clf was reduced into Wa- 
ter, (as ſorne think it poſhible) ir would not make 
an Orb above 32 foot dcep, which would ſoon 
be ſwallowed up by the cavity of the Sea, and 
the depreſſed parts of the Earth, and be a very 
feeble attempt towards an Univerſal Dcluge. 
But then what immenſe Weight is there aboye, 
that muſt overcome the expanſive force of the 
Air, and compreſs it into near the thouſandth 
part of the room that it now takes up? We,that 
acknowledge a God Almighty, can give an ac- 
count of one Deluge, by ſaying it was miraculous; 
but it would be alittle ſtrange to ſee an Atheiſt 
have recourſe to a Miracle ; and that not once 
only, but upon infinite occaſions. But perhaps \« 
| they may endeavour to prove the poſſibility of 
ſuch a natural Deluge, by borrowing an inge- 
nious Notion, and pretending, Thatthe face of 
Nature may be now quite changed from what 
it was; and that formerly the whole Collection 
of Waters might be an orbicular Abyſs, arched 
over with an exterior Cruſt or Shell of Earth ; 
and that the breaking and fall ofthis Cruſt might 
| . naturally makea Deluge. Tl allow the ae 
| lt all che fair play in the world. Let us ſuppoſe 
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this Cruſt muſt be daſh'd to pieces in its Ruins. 
So that this very Notion brings us tothe neceflity 
of a new production of Men; to evade which it 
is1introduced by the Atheiſt. - Again, It ſuch a 
Cruſt naturally fell, then it had 1n its own con- 
ſtitution a rendency towards a Fall ; that 1s, it 
was more likely and inclinable co fall this thou- 
ſand years, ſuppoſe, than the laſt. But if the Cruſt 
was always gradually nearer and nearer to fal- 
ling; that plainly evinces, that it had not endu- 
redeternally before its Fall. For let them aſſign 
any imaginable period for its falling, how could 
it have held out.till chen (according to the ſup- 
poſition) the unmeaſurable duration of infinite 


Ages before? And. again, ſuch a Cruſt could 


fall but once; for what Architect canan Atheiſt 
ſuppoſe, to rebuilt anew Arch out of the ruins 
of the other ? Burt I have ſhewn before, that this 


Atheiſt hath need of infinite Deluges to cffect his- 


deſign; and therefore I'll leave him to contriye 
how. to make infinite Cruſts one upon. the back 
of another ; and now proceed to examine in the 
ſecond place, The Aſtrological Explication of 
the Origin of Men, LG 
2.. It you ask one of this Party, what Evidence 
he 1s able ro produce " the cruth of his Att 
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the Fall of this imaginary Cruſt, Firſt, It ſees 
to be impoſſible, but char all the Inhabitants of 
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he may perhaps offer ſome Phyſical Reaſons for 
a general influence of the Stars upon terreſtrial 
bodies: but as Aſtrology 1s con{1der'das a Syſtem 
of Rules and Propoſitions, he will not pretend 
to give any reaſon of it 4 priori; but reſolves all 
that into Tradition from the Chaldeans and 
Zoyptians, who firſt learnt ic by long obſervar:- 
on, and tranſmitted it down to Poltcrity ; and 
that now it is daily confirmed by Evepts, which 
are experienced to anſwer the Predictions. This 
1s all that can be ſaid for Aſtrology asan Arr. 
So that the whole Credibility of this Planetary 

roduction of Mankind muſt depend upon Ob- 
eryation. Bur are they able to ſhew among all 
the Remains of the Chal/daick Obſeryations for 
four hundred and ſeventy thouſand years ( as 
they pretended) any Tradition of ſuch a Produ- 
Aion? So far from that, that the Chaldeans be- 


| lieved the world and mankind to have been 


from everlaſting, which opinion I have refuted 


before. Neither can the Agyprian Wizards with 


their long Catalogue of Dyaaſtics, and Obſer- 
vations for innumerable Years, ſupply the Arhe- 
iſts with one inſtance of ſuch a Creation. Where 
are the fragments of Petofiris and Necepſo, that 
may countenance this Afſertion? I believe if 
they had had any example of men born out of 
the Soil, they would rather haye aſcribed it to 
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the fruicfull Mud of the Nite (as 
' | 0 Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1. c. 2: 
they did the breeding of Frogs, $a Telruy Alyw\ x7 Tyv is 
and Mice, and Monſters) than to 7 ide ng a 
the efficacy of Stars. But with the 1 46 mah whezne! 7 a: 
leave of thefe Fortune-rellers, did Js 
the Stars do this feat once only, which gave b:- 
ginning to Humane Race? or have they Fequett. 
Iy done fo, and may. do it again? If frequently, 
why- is not this Rule deliyerd in Ptolemy and A/- 
bamaſar * If once only at the beginning, then 
how came ic to be diſcover'd ? Who' were there 
then 1n the world; to obſerve the Births of thoſe 
' Firſt Men, and calculate their Natrvittes, as they 
ſprawl'd out of Dirches? Thyſe Sons of Earth 
were very wiſe Children if they themſelyesknew, - 
that the Stars were their Fathers. Unlcſs we 
are to tnagine, that they underſtood thePlanets 
: and the Zodiack by inſtinct,and fell ro drawing 
Schemes of their-own Horoſcopes, in the fame 
Duſt they ſprung out of ? For my part I can 
have no great yeneration fOr = yiruiu, wh, 2. « 4. Lucey 
C haldaick Anaquity'; when Ice nn Ur Babylenice Chaldeund 
ets 2 a .  doBrina, &c. Apuleins dr Deo So 
they could - not” difcover- 1n fo'' crnie: Sev its (Lune ) propy 
many thouſand years, that the foes Fuem, unChaldate 
Moon was an opake Body, and ' 4 «tera ca fulgeris. 
received her Light from the Sun. 'Bur ſuppoſe 
their Obferyations hail been'never ſo accurate, 
it conld:2dd ho Authority to modern Aﬀtrology, | 
Ln D 2. _- which. 
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which 1s borrowed from the Greeks. *Tis well 
known that Beroſus, or his Scholars, new mo- 
delled and adapted the Baby/onian Dottrines to 
the Grecian Mythology. The ſuppoſed Influ- 
ences of Aries and I aurus for example, have a ma- 
nifeſt relation to the Grecian Stories of the Ram 
that carried Phrixus, and the Bull that carried 
Europa. Now which of theſe 1s the Copy, and 
which the Original? Werc the Fables taken 
from the Influences, or the Influences from the 
Fables? the Poetical Fables, more ancient than 
all Records of Hiſtory ; or the Aſtrological In- 
fluences, that were not known to the Greeks ull * 
after Alexander 'E Great? But without queſtion 
thoſe Fabulous Tales had been many a time told 
and ſung to lull children afkkep, before ever Be- 
roſus (@up his IntelIigence-Office at Coos. . And 
the ſame may be ſaid of all the other Conſtella- 
tions. Firſt, Poetry had filled the Skies wich 
Aſteriſms and Hiſtories belonging to them ; and 
then Aſtrology deviſes the feigned Virtues and 
Influences of. cach, from ſome property of the 
Image, or alluſion to the Story. And the ſame 
erifling futilicy appears in their XII Signs of the 
Zodiack, and their mutual Relations and Aﬀpects. 
Why no more Aſpects than diametrically oppo- 
ſite, and ſuch as make xquilateral figures? Why 
are the Maſculine and Feminine, the Fiery and 
Airy, 
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' from the Origin of Humane Bodies. 29 


Airy, and Watry and Earthy Signs all placed 
at ah regular diſtances? Were the Virtues of 
the Stars diſpoſed 1n that order and rank, on pur- 
poſe only to make a pretty Diagram upon Pa- 
per? Bur the Atheiſtical Aſtrologer 1s doubly 
preſſed with this abſurdity. For if there was no 
Counſel at the making of the world, how came 
the Aſteriſms of the ſame nature and energies to 
be ſo harmoniouſ]y placed at regular interyals ? 
And how could all the Stars of one Afteriſm 
agreeand conſpire together to conſtitute an Unj- 
- verſal? Why does not every ſingle Star ſhed 
a ſeparate influence; and have Aſpects with others 
Stars of their own Conſtellation? Burt whatr 
need there many words? As if the late Diſcove- 
ries of the Celeſtial Bodies had not plainly de- 
 tetedthe impoſture of Aſtrology > The Planer 
Saturn is found to have a great Ring that encir- 
cles him, and three lefler Planets « move a- 
bout him, as the Moon doth about the Earth : 
and Jupiter hath four Satellites, which by their 
Interpoſition between him and us make ſome 
hundreds of Eclipſes every year. Now the 
whole Tribe of Aſtrologers, that neyer dream'd 
of theſe Planets have always. declared, that when 
Zapiter and Saturn come about again to/any. gi- 
ven Point, they.\gxert ( conlider'd ſing] al by 
6. wg" 4'1-oF 
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30 A Confutation of Atheiſm _ 


themſelves) the ſame Influence as betore. Bur 
* *tis now manifeſt, that when either of them re- 
rurn to the ſame point ; the Planers about them, 
that muſt make up an united Influence with: 
them, have a differeat fituation 1n refpect of us 
and each other, from what they had the time 
| before: and conſequently the joint Influence 
mult be perpetually varied, and never be redu- 
cible to any- Rules and Obſervations. Or 1t the 
Influences be conveyed hither diſtinct, yer ſome- 
times ſome of the Little Planets will eclipſe the 
Great one at any given point; and therefore 1n- 
xcrcept and obſtruct the Influence. I cannot 
now inſiſt on many other Arguments deducible 
from the late Improvements of Aſtronomy ; 
For if the Earth be not the Centre of the Planetary 
Motions, what muſt become then of the preſent 
Agrology, which is wholly adapted. to that vul- 
ar Hypotheſis? And yetnevertheleſs, whcn they 
Gs ſuch wretched miſtakes for many My- 
riads of Years, if we are willing to believe them ; _ 
they would all along, as now, appcal:to Expert 
ence and Event for the confirmation of their 
Doctrins. That's the invincible Demonſtration of 
the Verity of the Science : And indeed as totheir- 
Predictions, Ithink our Aftrologers may aſſume 
to themſelves that infallible Oracleof Tirefras, - 
0 Laertiade, quicquid dico, aut erit, aut non. 
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There's but a true and a falſe in any telling of 
Fortune; and a man that never hits on the 
- right ſide, cannot be called a bad Gueſler, but 
md miſs out of deſign, and be notably skilfull 
at lighting on the wrong. And were there not 
formerly as great pretenſfions to it from the ſu- 
perſtitious obſervation of the Encrails of Cows, 
= the flying of Vulturs, and the. pecking of 
Chickens ? Nay, the old 4ugurs and Southſayers 
had better reaſon to profeſs' the Art of Divi- 
ning, than the modern Aſtrological Atheiſt : 
for They ſuppoſed there were ſome Demons, that 
directed the indications. So likewiſe the Chal. 
dean and Agyptian Aſtrologers were much 
more excuſable than He. It was the Religion 
of their Countries to worſhip the Stars, as we 
know frgga unqueſtionable ns They 
believed . gy Intelligent Beings, Maimonides More Nevochim 


bis 09 Chaldeis Pla 
and no other than very Gods ; Acai dtd; Plato 


and therefore had _— Rea ſon pn mon Live pon 


to ſuſpect, - that they might gO- 7#live, wrorve danyrer nan 
vern Hamane Aﬀairs, The In- a vwamgiia. 
fluence of the Stars was in their apprehenſi 10Ns 

NO leſs than Drvine Power. Bat. an 
that | believes the Planets to be dark, folid wy 


ſenficls? BodKs, like the brute Earth | c treads on; 
and . 
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and the Fixt Stars and the Sun to be inanimate 
Balls of Fire ; what Reaſons can He adyance for 
the credit of ſuch Influences? He acknowledg- 


 eth nothing beſides Matter and Motion ; fo that - 


al! that he can conceive to be tranſmitted hi- 
ther from: the Stars, muſt needs. be perform'd 
either by Mechaniſm or Accident : either of 
which is wholly unaccountable, and the latter (; 
irreconcilable to any Art or Syſtem of Science. 
Bur if both were allowed the Atheiſt ; yet as to 
any production of Mankind, they will be again 
refuted in my following Diſcourſe. I can pre- 
ſerve a due eſteem for ſome great Men of the 
laſt Age, before the Mechanical Philoſophy was 
revived, though they were-too much addicted 
to this nugatory Art, When Occult Quality, 
and Sympathy and Antipathy were' admitted 
for ſatisfactory Explications of thingggeven wile LL 
and yertuous Men might ſwallow. down any 

Opinion that was countenanced -by : Antiquity. 

Bur at this time of day, when all the: general © 
powers and- capacities of Matter are ſo clearly 

underſtood ; he muſt be very ridiculous: him- 

felf, that doth not deride and- explode the an- 
riquated Folly, But we. may fee the: miſerable |, 

Shifts that ſome men are put:to; when that |:. 
whuch was frſt founded upon, . and afterward. 
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Prin by Idolatry, is: now beckons the tort- 

tering Sanctuary of Atheiſm. 1f the Stars be no 

Deities, Aſtrology 1s groundleſs: and if the 

Stars be Deaties, why 1s the: Aſtrologer an A- 

theiſt ? He may cafily be no Chriſtian ; and 

'tis difficult indeed to be "both at Once: becauſe, 

as I have ſaid before, Idolatry is-at the bottom; 

' and by ſubmitting Humage Actions-and- Incli- 

- nations to the Influence of the Stars, they de- 
ſtroy the very Eſſence of Moral Vettue. and the. 
Efficacy of Divine Grace: and therefore Aſtro- Conch La-- 
logy was juſtly condemn'd by the- Ancient: Fa- Cone.6.u + | 
thers and Chriſtian Emperours. © An Afſtrolp- cs. 
loger, 1-ſfay, may very cafily be no Ch * >a 
he may be an Idolater or a Pagan : but] could "4 
hardly think Aſtrology. to be compatible 

rank Atheiſm. if -1. could. ſuppoſe any- Stcat » 

ifts of Nacure:to be, where either do' reſi 

- Bur let him. be whar-he will, he is-not able. ro 

| do much hurt by his. Reaſons and Examplc. - 
| For Religi according to: his Pri xCiples, 

is derived "acti the Stars.” And Heow y ns; tis not- 

any juft Exceptions he hath taken agajn t.Chri-- 

| ſtianicy, te he Nope and F: te; tiS:Sa7 
9 & Ninch Hou > al ot þ hs Sug An 
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